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4.9 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

This section describesexisting conditions pertaining to hazards and hazardous materiglsdentifies
associated regulatory requirements, evaluates potential project and cumulative impacts, aidentifies
mitigation measures for any significanbr potentially significantimpacts related to implementation othe
Sustainability Policy and Regulatory Updaté the County of Santa Cruz (Count@eneral Plan and Local
Coastal Program (LCP) and Coun@Gode (Sustainability Update oproject). The analysis is based ora
review ofCounty data andnline hazardous material site databasesThe following two issues that are often
included in hazards and hazardous materials sections are addressed in other sens: potential
impairment of emergency evacuation routes is addressed in Sectionl8, Transportation, and wildfire
hazards are addressed in Section 47, Wildfire.

4.9.1 Environmental Setting

49.1.1 Hazardous MaterialPefinitions and Overview

As defined in the Calornia Health and Safety Codesection "KD]DUGRXV PDWHULDOM PHI
material that, because of its quantity, concentration, or physical or chemical characteristics, poses a

significant hazard to human health and safety, or to the environment, if ealsed into the workplace or the
HQYLURQPHQW “+D]DUGRXV PDWHULDOVH LQFOXGH EXW DUH QRW C
waste, and any material that a handler or the administering agency has a reasonable basis for believing

would be injurious o the health and safety of persons, or harmful to the environment if released into the

workplace or the environmentHazardous wastes are hazardous substances that no longer have a practical

use, such as material that has been abandoned, discarded, spilledr contaminated, or is being stored

prior to proper disposal.

California Code of RegulationsQCR, Title 22, Chapter 11, Article 2section 66261.10 provides the
following definition for hazardous waste:

[A] waste that exhibits thecharacteristics may: (1) cause, or significantly contribute to, an
increase in mortality or an increase in serious irreversible, or incapacitating reversible,
illness; or (2) pose a substantial present or potential hazard to human health or
environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, or disposed or otherwise
managed.

According to CCR Title 22, substances having a characteristic of toxicity, ignitability, corrosivity, or reactivity
are considered hazardous waste. Toxic substances may cause therm or longlasting health effects,
ranging from temporary effects to permanent disability or death. For example, toxic substances can cause
eye or skin irritation, disorientation, headache, nausea, allergic reactions, acute poisoning, chronic illness,
or other adverse health effects if human exposure exceeds certain levels (levels depend on the substance
involved). Carcinogens, substances known to cause cancer, are a special clasgoaic substances.
Examples of toxic substances include most heavy méta pesticides, and benzene (a carcinogenic
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component of gasoline). Ignitable substances, such as gasoline, hexane, and natural gas, are hazardous
because of their flammable properties. Corrosive substances (e.g., strong acids and bases such as sulfuric
(battery acid or lye) are chemically active and can damage other materials or cause severe burns upon
contact. Reactive substances (e.g., explosives, pressurized canisters, and pure sodium metal, which react
violently with water) mayause explosions or geneate gases or fumes.

49.1.2 Hazardous Materials in Santa Cruz County

Use, Storage, and Disposal of Hazardous Materials

The county encompasses a variety of commercial, industrjsednd otherland uses (i.e., agricultural use$
that involve the handling storage, and disposal of potentially hazardous materials.Commercial
manufacturing, petroleum exploration, industrial fabrication, biotechnologyas stations and other
automotivesservicerelated businesses, and utilitiesmay use potentiallyhazardous materials including
petroleumbased fuels, chlorinated solvents, acrylic coatings, corrosive or caustic additivas, well as
chemical fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides.

Thecountysupports relatively limited amounts of manufacturing and heavy commercial uses.dfrg land
devoted tomanufacturing uses totalsapproximately4,483 acres, which are typically zonednder the Light
Industrial (M-1), Heavy Industrial f1-2), Mineral Extraction Industrial f1-3), and Commercial ServiceG4)
zone districts(County of Santa Cru2019). Existing M1 and M-2 designated lands are concentrated in two
locations: the former Davenport CEMEXlant, consisting of 103 acres, occupies the majority of i
designated land, while the remainder is located within therban area along Soquel Drive in the Live Oak
and Soquelcommunities The majority of € designated land is also in this aredCounty of Santa Cruz
2017).

The county has a variety of noretail, commercial service and light industrial land uses such as auto
services, storage, landscape/timber businesses, research and development, manufacturing and
processing Theseuses are concentrated irthe vicinity of41st Avenue, Highway 1 an&oquel Driveas well

as additional pockets of Live Oaklhe County does not auently have heavy industrial land use aside from
guarries n the San Lorenzo Valley, Carboneeand the North Coastfour of which are still active. The CEMEX
cement plant in Davenport has closed and is in the planning process for siteuse.

Most of the manufacturing designated land (approximately 886 acres) is occupied by eight existing
operational and multiple historic stone and mineral quarries designated as-34 which have limited
potential for use or storage given past hazardous materials contaminaii As such, uses located within
these allowed zoning districts may have engaged or continue to engage in hazardous operations, contain
aboveground and underground storage tanks containing fuel, utilize flammable or explosive substances
and other hazardouscompounds, and/or may expose workers and nearby uses to known hazards
associated with mineral extraction processe€County of Santa Cruz 2017).

The most common hazardous materials are those found or used in the home. Waste oil is a common
hazardous materal that is often improperly disposed and can contaminate surface water through runoff.
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Other household hazardous waste(g., used paint, pesticides, cleaning products, and other chemicals)
are common and often improperly stored in garages and homes.

As wrther described in Sectiord.2, Agriculture, Forest, and Mineral Resources, agriculture and timber
harvesting have a long history in the countgriculturalproduction activities, including both conventional

and organic agriculture, occur throughout theounty. Agricultural and timber harvesting operations use

regulated hazardous material§particularly commercial pesticides. Pesticides, including rodenticides,
insecticides, herbicides, fungicides, and other pesbntrolling substances, are applied in vawus locations

throughout the county to support commercial cultivation of both agricultural crops and timber. Pesticides,

fertilizers, and associated contaminants may be present in neaurface soils in residual concentrations at

locations with past or onging agricultural and timber harvesting activitiedMany sites within Agriculture

(A), Commercial Agriculture (CA), and Residential Agricultural (RA) zone districts are currently regulated
XQGHU WKH 6WDWH :DWHU 5HVRXUFHV &RQSReqi@tod RDJbG (LRH1G &% -V
prevent agricultural runoff of pesticides, fertilizers, and sediments from irrigated lands through Waste
'LVFKDUJH 5HTXLUHPHQWYV :'5V RU "2UGHUVUY LVVXHG E\ WKH 6:5&% 7
southern porton of the countywith some sites alsdfound along the north coast area of the county

Pesticides can result in health impacts to those who come in contact with such chemicals. Pesticide use is
UHIJXODWHG E\ WKH &RXQW\ $JULF X bperkitsDeQuit Rk Bripestcide BplidatioV. 211 L FH
Such pesticide use is carefully regulated under state law and consistent with guidelines issued by the
California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR), which generally govern the type of pesticide applied,
location, timing, and rules of applications. Special consideration is given to application near schools.
Agricultural support businesses in the South County Region include those that provide pesticides for
commercial agricultural operations. Agriculturalrad timber harvesting activities also often use fuels and

oils, such as diesel and gasoline for equipment and vehicles, which are regulated by the County
Environmental HealthDivision

Transport of Hazardous Materials

Both the U.S.Environmental Protection AgencyePA and the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)
regulate the transportation of hazardous waste and material, including transport via rail and highpay
further explained in Section 4.9.2 The EPA administers permittg, tracking, reporting, and operations
requirements established by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). DOT regulates the
transportation of hazardous materials through implementation of the Hazardous Materials Transportation
Act. This Act dministers container design, and labeling and driver training requirements. These established
regulations are intended to track and manage the safe interstate transportation of hazardous materials
and waste.

Truck routes are designed to provide access toeas that utilize truck service (primarily commercial and
industrial areas). Statedesignated truck routes within thecountyinclude State Routes kighway9 1, 9, 17,
35, 129, 152, and 236 (Caltrans 2020) Trucks transporting hazardous materials or wastese allowed to
use normal truck routes pursuant to state lawHighway 1, 9, and 17 are primary transportation routes
through the coastal and mountainous regions of theounty and present risk from possible spills of
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hazardous materials. Hazardous materiglare also transported vidHighway 129 and 152, which are main
routes through the southern region of theounty. Highway 35 and 236 wind through rural areas of the
Santa Cruz Mountains.

The Santa Cruz Branch Rail Lipnevhich spans thecounty from Davenpat to Watsonville, historically
transported lumber, quarried material, and agricultural products out of theounty. Incoming freight
included coal and gypsum for delivery to the cement factory located in Davenport. Following the closure of
the cement plantin 2010, freight business on the rail line was reduced by 3@ Currently, there is no daily
freight service on the rail line outside of the Watsonville/Pajaro area. Within the Watsonville/Pajaro area,
there are freight trips every weekday, and weekends aseded. These trips are localized and do not extend
outside of the Watsonville/Pajaro area. The rail line in Watsonville is used to transport perishables
(including raspberries, strawberries, and other agricultural products), lumband biofuels. There s the
possibility an accidental spill of hazardous materials could have occurred in the past, during the time when
the railway was more active.

Hazardous Material Sites

As discussed above,he county contains current and formerland uses involving hazardos materials,
resulting in the potential for past and/or ongoing site contamination, and the type of potential
contamination varies across the&ounty. Existing and historical land uses in theountyhave varying degrees

of hazards risk. Hazardous materialmmay be found in the materials of older buildings or may have been
used routinely for the operation of certain land uses, such as auto repair shops, agricultural fields, medical
offices, drycleaners, and photo processing centers. Potentially hazardous magds that currently occur
throughout the county are typical of those commonly found in smaller urban areas and in agricultural or
timber production zones, and generally include gasoline, diesel, propane, pesticides/herbicides, paints,
oils, lubricants, ard anhydrous ammonia used as a refrigerant in large commercial coolers. In addition,
some properties in thecounty have experienced historical releases of hazardous materials, resulting in
potentially contaminated soils and/or groundwater. Land uses thataparticularly sensitive to the release

of hazards or hazardous materials include residential, educational, assisted living, and daycare, which are
located throughout thecounty.

Numerous regulated hazardous waste facilities and sites with known past olistixg contamination are

located in thecounty. The ' HSDUWPHQW RI1 7R[LF 6 XEAS\WPEQViT6EOr &aBaselaRA - V
6:5&%-V *HR7UDFNHU GDWDEDVH SURYLGH LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ VLWHV W
DQG VLWHV ZKHUH 5&6€&W IHIQEGDWRU\ RYHUVLIJKW KDV EHHQ UHTXH\
contamination issues. Based on a search of these databases, 1,530 known past or existing regulated sites

are located in Santa Cruz County. These include, but are not limited to, 707 pdted Irrigated Lands

Regulatory Program (ILRP) siteghich address agricultural runoff and are primarily located in South County,

367 leaking underground storage tank (LUST) cleanup sites which tend to be concentrated in urban areas,

167 Waste Discharge Requirements (WDR) sites, 65 cleanup program sites, arfBluperfund site which is

located in the City of Scotts Valleyable 4.9-1 provides a complete list of sites identified in the database

searches.
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Table 4.9-1. Known Past or Existing Regulated Hazardous Sites in Santa Cruz Count

Site/Facility Type | Number of Sites
Cleanup Sites

LUST Cleanupites 367
Cleanup ProgranSites 65
Evaluation Sites 12

Tiered Permit Sites 11
Voluntary Cleanup Sites 11

School Cleanup/Investigation Sites 9
State Response Sites 9
Military Cleanup/Evaluation Sites 4
1
1
1

Federal Superfund Sites
Corrective Action Sites
Inspection Sites

Unidentified Site Type 43
Permitted Facilities

IRLP Sites 707
WDR Sites 167
Permitted USTs 111
Land Disposal Sites 6
Hazardous Waste? Standardized 4
Hazardous Waste RCRA 1
Total 1,530

Source:DTSC 202@&; SWRCB 2028.
Notes: IRLP = Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program; LUST = leaking underground storage tank; RCRA = Res
Conservation and Recovery Act; UST = underground storage tank; WDR = Waste Discharge Requirements

Cortese List Sites

The Hazardous Waste and Substances (i.€ortese) List is a planning document used by the state, local
agencies, and developers to comply with CEQA requirements in providing information about the location of
hazardous materials release facilities/sites. Government Codeection 65962.5 requires the California
Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA) to compile a list of hazardous waste and substances sites
(Cortese List) and update it at least annually. The Cortese List is not maintained as a single list, but the
following databases provide informtion that meet the Cortese List requirements:

e /LVW RI KDJDUGRXV ZDVWH DQG VXEVWDQFH VLWHesthamRP WKH '7
Safety Codes 25220, 25242, 25356, and 116395).

e List of leaking underground storage tank (LUST) sites from the SWRG®Teacker database
(Health and Safety Code 25295).

e List of solid waste disposal sites identified by SWRCB with waste constituents higher than
hazardous waste levels outside the waste management unit (Water Codection 13273
subdivision [e] and 14 CCRection 18051).
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e Listof active cease and desist orders and cleanup and abatement orders from SWRCB (Water Code
sections 13301 and 13304).

o List of hazardous waste facilities subject to corrective action pursuant $ection 25187.5 of the
California Health and &fety Code, as identified by DTSC.

A review of the data resources that comprise the Cortese List indicates that there are 150 Cortese List sites
in unincorporated Santa Cruz County as summarized in Table-2.9

Table 4.9-2. Known Cortese List Sites in Santa Cruz County

Number of Cases

Site/Facility Type -
Unincorporated

Hazardous Waste and Substances Site®TSCEnviroStor 0 0 0
LUST Sites from SWRCB GeoTracker Database 145 222 367
Solid Waste Disposal Sites 0 0 0
Active CDOs and CAOs from SWRCB 5 15 20
Hazardous Waste Facilities Subject to Corrective Action 0 0 0
identified by DTSC

Total Cortese List Sites 150 237 387

Sources:CalEPA 2020a2020b, 2020c; DTSC 202®; SWRCE020b.
Notes: DTSC = Department of Toxic Substances Control, SWRCB = State Water Resources Control Board, CDO =
and desist order, CAO = cleanup and abatement order.

Hazardous Building Materials

Development and redevelopment projects often involve dwlition of existing older structures. Many older
buildings contain building materials that consist of hazardous materials, which can be hazardous to people
and the environment once disturbed. These materials include asbestosntaining materials (ACMs)ghd-
based paint, and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs).

Asbestos is a naturally occurring fibrous material that was extensively used as a fireproofing and insulating
agent in building construction materials before such uses were banned by the EPA in the (Q7ACMs
were commonly used for insulation of heating ducts as well as ceiling and floor tiles, among others. ACMs
contained within building materials present ncsignificant health risk because there is no exposure
pathway. However, once these tiny fiberare disturbed, they can become airborne and become a
respiratory hazard. The fibers are very small and cannot be seen with the naked eye. Once they are inhaled,
they can become lodged into the lung potentially causing lung disease or other pulmonary carafitns.

Prior to the EPA ban in 1978, leabdased paint was commonly used on interior and exterior surfaces of
buildings. Through such disturbances as sanding and scraping activities, or renovation work, or gradual
wear and tear, old peeling paint, or patrdust particulates have been found to contaminate surface soils
or cause lead dust to migrate and affect indoor air quality. Exposure to residual lead can cause severe
adverse health effectsespecially in children. Elevated lead concentratiortsn alsoexist in soils along older
roadways as a result of aerially deposited lead (ADL) from the historical use of leaded gasoline.
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PCBs are organic oils that were formerly used primarily as insulators in many types of electrical equipment
including transformers aml capacitors. After PCBs were determined to be a carcinogen in the ntidlate
1970s, the EPA banned PCB use in most new equipment and began a program to phase out certain existing
PCRBcontaining equipment.

4.9.1.3 Airport Hazards

Airports present the potential for hazards associated within aviation incidents or excessive noiSae
public airport and three private airports@re located within thecounty, listed as follows:

e The public Watsonville Municipal Airportlocated at 100 Aviation Way on the northwest boundary
of the City ofWatsonville

e The private Monterey Bay Academy airport, locatati681 Beach Drive4 miles west of the City of
Watsonville

e The private Las Trancas Airport, located 3564 SR1 in Davenport
e Theprivate Bonry Doon Village Airportocated at 8647 Empire Grade in Bonny Doon

Watsonville Municipal Airport is located on 844 -acre site to the northwest of WatsonvilleThe airport
principally serves the general aviation fleet ranging from jet aircraft to twémgine and singleengine non

jet aircraft varying in (City of Watsonville 2010). There is a significant helicopter operation at the airport
driven mainly by the helicopter fligt school.In 2015, there were an estimated 55,000 general aviation
operations on two runways, the longest at 4,500eet. There is no control tower but the airport has
instrument landing capability. Operated by the City Watsonville, this is the sole pulc use airport inSanta
Cruz County, and is classified as a generahnsport airport serving general aviation antusiness jets
(AMBAG 2018).The current Watsonville Airport Master Plan was adopted in 2003 and is currently being
updated.

4.9.2 RegulatoryFramevork

4.9.2.1 FederalRegulations

Toxic Substances Control Act

The Toxic Substances Control Act of 1976 providése EPA withthe authority to require reporting, record
keeping, and testing requirements, and restrictions relating to chemical substances and/or mixés.
Certain substances are generallgxcludedfrom the Toxic Substances Control Act, including food, drugs,
cosmetics, and pesticides.

ComprehensiveEnvironmentaResponse, Compensation, and Liability Act
The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Competisa, and Liability Act (CERCLApPmmonly known

DV "6XSHUIXQG pu ZDV HQDFWHG (BE&/SRVAURHAVEFHY D IHGHUDO "6XSHUIX
uncontrolled or abandoned hazardouswaste sites as well as accidents, spills, and other emergency
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releasesof pollutants and contaminants into the environment. Through CERCLA, EPA was given power to
seek out those parties reponsible for any release and esure their cooperation in the cleanup.

Emergency Planning and Community Rigiio-Know Act

Authorized by Tie 11l of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA), the Emergency Planning

and Community Righto-Know Act (EPCRA) was enacted by Congress in 1986 as the national legislation on

community safety. This law is designed to help local commundti@rotect public health, safety, and the

environment from chemical hazards. To implement EPCRA, Congress requires each state to appoint a State

Emergency Response Commission (SERC). The SERCs are required to divide their states into Emergency

Planning Disticts and to name a Local Emergency Planning Committee for each disti@nta Cruz County

is located in Administrative, Mutual Aid, and Local Emergency Planning Committee Region Il, Coastal
&DOLIRUQLD *RYHUQRU:-V 2IILFH RI (PHUJHQF\ 6HUYLFHV % URDC

officials, government and media representatives,ommmunity groups, industrial facilities, and emergency

managers ensures that all necessary elements of the planning process are represented.

Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act

The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act FIFRAIfited States Code 136 et seq.) provides
federal control of pesticide distribution, sale, and use. The U.S. EPA was given authority under FIFRA to
study the consequences of pesticide usage and to require users (farmers, utility companies, and others) to
register when purchasing pesticides. Later amendments to the law required users to take exams for
certification as applicators of pesticides. All pesticides used in the United States must be registered
(licensed) by the U.S. EPA. Registration assures thasficides will be properly labeled and that, if used in
accordance with specifications, they will not cause unreasonable harm to the environment.

Hazardous Materials Transportation Act

Transportation of hazardous materials is regulated by tHgOT- V 2 | ldf Hazardous Materials Safety. The
office formulates, issues, and revises hazardous materials regulations under the Federal Hazardous
Materials Transportation Law. The hazardous materialsgulations cover hazardous materials definitions
and classificatiors, hazard communications, shipper and carrier operations, training and security
requirements, and packaging and container specifications. The hazardous materials transportation
regulations are cdified in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Title 49rt8d.00 through 185.

The hazardous materials transportation regulations require carriers transporting hazardous materials to

receive training in the handling and transportation of hazardous materialBrainingrequirements include

pre-trip safety inspectims, use of vehicle controls and equipment including emergency equipment,
procedures for safe operation of the transport vehicle, training on the properties of the hazardous material

being transported, and loading and unloading procedures. All drivers nSRVVHVY D FRPPHUFLDO G
license as required by 49 CFR Part 383. Vehicles transporting hazardous materials must be properly
placarded. In addition, the carrier is responsible for the safe unloading of hazardous materials at the site,
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and operators mus follow specific procedures during unloading to minimize the potential for an accidental
release of hazardous materials.

Transportation by rails regulated per 49 CFR Part 174ubpart G whichincludesrequirements for marking
and placarding of rail cas and the segregation of hazardous materials. Subpart D covers the requirements
for handling of placarded rail cars, including position in the train and maximuatiowable speed (50 miles

per hour for most hazards substances). Subparts E, F, G, J, and Kuie requirements for transportation

of explosives, gases, flammable liquids, poisonous materials, and radioactive materials, respectively.
Safety requirements include inspections at every stop, specific training, and train crew knowledge of the
rail car contents and location.

OccupationalSafety andHealth Act

The Occupational Safety and Health Administratio®@$HA was established in 1971is responsible at the
federal level for ensuring worker safetyAll OSHA standards are regulated under 29 CFR Parts 1900 through
1990, Parts 2200 through 2205, and Part 2400. Occupational Safety and Health Standards are regulated
under 29 CFR Part 1910.0SHA sets federal standards for implementing workplace training, exposure
limits, and safety procedures for the handling of hazardous substances and hazardous materials (as well
as other hazards). OSHA also establishes criteria by which each state can imglet its own health and
safety program.

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act

The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) gives EPA the authority to control hazardous waste
I[URP ~Fi0d-0 G DWH rpgdl&ibn/ which was enacted in 1976includesthe generation, transportation,
treatment, storage, and disposal of hazardous waste. RCRA also set forth a framework for the management
of nonhazardous solid wastes. The Federal Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendmehi®984 focused on

waste minimization and phasing out land disposal of hazardous waste, as well as corrective action for
releases.Amendments in1986 enabled the EPA to address environmental problems that could result from
underground tanks storing petroleum and other hazardous substances. Somkthe other mandates of

this law include increased enforcement authority for EPA, more stringent hazardous waste management
standards, and a comprehensive UST program.

U.S. Department of Transportation
TheDOTestablished standards for the transport of azardous materials and hazardous wastes (49 United
States Code, Part 172, Subchapter € Shipping Papers). The standards include requirements for labeling,
packaging, and shipping hazardous materials and hazardous wastes, as well as training requirements f

personnel responsible for shipping papers and manifests.

Federal Response Plan

The Federal Response Plan of 1999, as amended in 200Fdderal Emergency Management Agency
[FEMA 2003) is a signed agreement among 27 federal departments and agencies, indlng the American
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Red Cross, that (1) provides the mechanism for coordinating delivery of federal assistance and resources
to augment efforts of state and local governments overwhelmed by a major disaster or emergency; (2)
supports implementation of the Rbert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Act, as well as individual
agency statutoryauthorities; and (3) supplements other federal emergency operations plans developed to
address specific hazards. The Federal Response Plan is implemented in antitgpaof a significant event
likely to result in a need for federal assistance or in response to an actual event requiring federal assistance
under a presidential declaration of a major disaster or emergency.

4.9.2.2 StateRegulations

Certified UnifiedProgram

CalEPAmplements and enforces a statewide hazardous materials program known as the Certified Unified
Program, established by Senate BilldB2 in 1993 to consolidate, coordinate, and make consistent the
administrative requirements, permits, inspedns, and enforcement activities for the following
environmental and emergency management programs for hazardous materials:

e Hazardous Materials Release Response Plans and Inventories (Hazardous Materials Business
Plans, orHMBPs)

e California Accidental Relase Prevention Program
e Underground Storage Tank Program

e Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act Requirements for Spill Prevention, Control, and
Countermeasure Plans

o Hazardous Waste Generator and GBite Haardous Waste Treatment Programs

e CaliforniaUniform Fire Code, Hazardos Materials Management Plans(HMMPs) and Hazardous
Material Inventory Statements

CalEPA certifies local government agencies as Certified Unified Program Agencies (CUPAS) to implement
hazardous waste and materials standards. Santa Cruz Coulagvironmental Health is designated as the
local CUPA in Sant&ruz County.

California Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement Act of 1986

California Health and Safety Code Division 20, Chapter 6.6 establishes regulation on the prohibition of
contaminating drinking water. This includes discharges or release onto land which may pass into a drinking
water source.

California Unified Agency Review of Hazardous Materials Release Sites

California Health and Safety Code Division 20 Chapter 6.65 establishes rigion on identification of
hazardous material release sites and agency overview of remedial actions on these sites. The regulation
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also provides agency oversight on all aspects of site investigation and remedial action. Monitoring, testing,
and site condtions, restrictions, and limitations can be required and enforced by the overseeing agency.

Petroleum Underground Storage Tank Cleanup

California Health and Safety Code Division 20. Chapter 6.75 establishes regulations that require corrective
action for petroleum releases from underground storage tanks.

California Hazardous Waste Control Law

California Health and Safety Code Division 20, Chapter 6.5 establishes regulations to protect the public
health and the environment by assisting generators of hazardous waste in meeting the responsibility for
the safe disposal of hazardous waste. The Calihia Hazardous Waste Control Law is administered by the
CalEPAand pertains to administering a state hazardous waste program in lieu of the federal RCRA program,
pursuant tosection 3006 of Public Law 94580, as amended. The Hazardous Waste Control Lastdi 791
chemicals and approximately 300 common materials that may be hazardous; establishes criteria for
identifying, packaging, and labeling hazardous wastes; prescribes management controls; establishes
permit requirements for treatment, storage, disposalnd transportation; and identifies some wastes that
cannot be disposed of in landfills.

California Accidental Release Prevention Program

Similar to the Federal Risk Management Program, the California Accidental Release Prevention Program
includes additinal state requirements and an additional list of regulated substances and thresholds. The
regulations of the program are contained in CCR Title 19, Division 2, Chapter 4.5. The intent of the California
Accidental Release Prevention Program is to providestiresponders with basic information necessary to
prevent or mitigate damage to public health, safety, and the environment from the release or threatened
release of hazardous materials

California Department of Toxic Substances Control and California Highway Patrol Hazard
Transportation Program

The California DTSC administers the transportation of hazardous materials throughout the state.
Regulations applicable to the transportation of hazardous waste include Title 22, Division 4.5, Chapter 13
and Chapter29 of the CCR, as well as Division 20, Chapter 6.5, Articles 6.5, 6.6, and 13 of the California
Health and Safety Code. The DTSC requires that drivers transporting hazardous wastes obtain a certificate
of driver training that shows the driver has met the mimum requirements concerning the transport of
hazardous materials, including proper labeling and marking procedures, loading/handling processes,
incident reporting and emergency procedures, and appropriate driving and parking rules. The California
Highway Patrol also requires shippers and carriers to complete hazardous materials employee training
before transporting hazardous materials.
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California Health and Safety Code

The handling and storage of hazardous materials is regulated by Division 20, Chapt8btf the California
Health and Safety Code. Undesections 25500 through 25543.3, facilities handling hazardous materials
are required to prepare aedMBR which contain basic information on the location, type, quantity, and health
risks of hazardous mateials stored, used, or disposed of in the state.

Chapter 6.95 of the Health and Safety Code establishes minimum statewide standards HiMBPs Each
business shall prepare aHMBPIif that business uses, handles, or stores a hazardous material (including
hazardous waste) or an extremely hazardous material in quantities greater than or equd&@®0 pounds of a
solid substance 55 gallons of a liquid 200 cubic feet of compressed gasa hazardous compressed gas in
any amount (highly toxic with a Threshold Limit Value of 10 parts per million or less)extremely hazardous
substances in threshold planning quantitiesin addition, in the event that a facility stores quantities of
specific acutely hazardous materials above the thresholds set forth by California code, facilities are also
required to prepare a Risk Management Plan and Calinia Accidental Release Plan.

California Division of Occupational Safety and Health Hazard Handling Procedures

The California Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA) is the primary agency responsible
for worker safety in the handling and use of chemicals in the workplace. Cal/OSHA standards are
generally more stringent than federal regulatits. The employer is required to monitor worker exposure

to listed hazardous substances and notify workers of exposure (8 C&#tions 337 through 340). The
regulations specify requirements for employee training, availability of safety equipment, accident
prevention programs, and hazardous substance exposure warnings.

California Department of Pesticide Regulation

The California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) protects human health and the environment by
regulating pesticide sales and use and by fosting reducedrisk pest management relative to chemical
DSSOLFDWLRQV 7KH '35V *XLGH WR 3HVWLFLGH 5HIXODWLRQ LQ &DO|
regulations, details about state and local enforcement, and information about initiativessigned to

protect people and the environment (DPR 2017). State pesticide regulations are some of the most stringent

in the country, and they address the effects of pesticide use on water, ground water, soil, and air.

California Department of Food and Agrulture

The State of California Food and Agricultural Code regulates the use of pesticides. Section 12972 requires
that the use of pesticides not result in substantial drift to notarget areas. Section 12977 empowers the
regional or local agricultural comissioner to enforce this provision. Section 12982 states that the local
health officer shall investigate any health hazard from pesticide use and take necessary action, in
cooperation with the agricultural commissioner, to abate the hazard. CCR Title &tin 6614 restricts
pesticide application when there is a reasonable possibility of substantial drift to rntarget areas;
contamination of the bodies or clothing of persons not involved in the application process; damage to-non
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target crops, animals, orother public or private property; or contamination of public or private property,
including the creation of a health hazard that prevents normal use that property.

4.9.2.3 LocalRegulations

County of Santa Cruz General Pldrocal Coastal Program

California Goverment Code section 65302(g) requires the development of Safety Elemenitie County of

Santa Cruz General PlahCP is a comprehensive, longgrm planning document for the unincorporated

areas of thecRXQW\ DQG LQFOXGHV WKH &RXQ W\the CC3in 1084 Fhe oDy FHU W L |
General Plan and LCP provides policies and programs to establish guidelines for future growth and all types

of physical developmentsThe Public Safety Elemenof WKH &R XQW\-V *HQ H bbzQiv&s@idQ LQF O XC(
policies that addresshazards and hazardous materials. This element was updated aadopted by the

County Board of Supervisors iseptember 2020 and is currently pending review and approval by the

California Coastal Commission. Relevant policies are reviewed in Sectibf.3.3, Project Impact Analysis

County of Santa Cruz Environmental HealBivision

As previously discussed, Santa Cruz County Environmental Health is designated by CalEPA as the CUPA
within the geographic boundaries of theounty and is responsible forimplementing aunified hazardous
materials regulatory program throughout theounty. Santa Cruz County Environmental Health enfordee

local ordinance and state laws pertaining to use and storage of hazardous materials, including the issuance
and administration of HMMPs the California Accidental Release Prevention (CalARP) Program,
underground storage tank (UST) programs, aboveground storage tank (AST) programs, and hazardous
waste generation and disposal. Compliance is verified through annual routine inspections lbfegulated
facilities and investigation of citizerbased complaints or inquiries regarding improper handling and/or
disposal of hazardous materials or hazardous wastes.

Hazardous Materials Area Plan

Pursuant tosection 25503 of the California Healthand Safety Code, the Santa Cruz County Hazardous
Materials Area Plan outlines procedures for the preparation and response to incidents from hazardous
materials throughout thecounty.

Local Hazard Mitigation Plan

The Santa Cruz County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan developed by the County Planning Department focuses
on the assessment of identified risks and implementation of loss reduction measures to ensure critical
County services and facilities survive a disastefopics covered in the plan include flood, wildfire,
earthquake, coastal storm, surge/tsunami, landslide/coastal erosion, and dam failure in the
unincorporated areas of thecounty. The update to this plan was recently approved by FEMA and the State
Officeof Emergency Services.
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Operational Area Emergency Management Plan

The County Office of Emergency Serviéedeveloped the Operational Area Emergency Management Plan
(EMP), which addresses the planned response to emergencies and incidents affecting the unincorporated
areas of the county. The purpose of the EMP is to establish a comprehensive approach to emergenc
management and provide guidance to agencies within theperational area in the protection of public
health and safety and preparing for or responding to incidents.

Santa Cruz County Code
Hazardous Materials and Hazardous Waste Disposal

Chapter 7.100 of the Santa Cruz County CodeSCCQ regulates hazardous materials and hazardous
wastes. The section indicateghat Chapters6.11 (Unified Hazardous Waste andHazardous Materials
Management Regulatory Program$.5 (Hazardous Waste Control), 6.7(Underground Storage of
Hazardous Substances), 6.75(Petroleum Underground Storage Tank Cleanup) af®5 (Hazardous
Materials Release Response Plans and Invry) of the California Health and Safety Code are adopted
and are to be used in conjunction with the provisions of thishapter of the SCCCln addition, Titles19
(Public Safety)22 (Social Security)23 (Waters), and27 (Environmental Protection) oftte California Code
of Regulations, and this chapter, will be utilized in the implementation and enforcement of requirements
relative to hazardous materials, hazardous waste, and underground storage tanks.

Airport Regulations

Under current state law, development near the Watsonville Municipal Airport is required to be in
conformance with the California Airport Land Use Planning Handbook. SCCC Chapter 13.12, Airport
Combining District regulates land use and development withirhe Airport Influence Area (AlA), which is
defined as the area within twamiles of the boundary of the Watsonville Municipal Airpofthese regulations
incorporate the requirements of the California Airport Land Use Planning Handbook (October 2011),
published by the California Department of Transportation, Division of Aeronautics (Handbook), and
applicable Federal aviation regulations, including, but not limited to, Paft (commencirg with
section 77.1) of Title14 of the Code of Federal Regulations, all as may be amended from time to time, and
which address the height, use, noise, safety, and density criteria that are compatible with airport operations.

In order to carry out the purposes of this chapter, all of the lands within the AlA of the Watsonville Municipal
Airport and within the following ix safety zones are incorporated into the Airport Combining Zone District.
Within each safety zongedensity standards for residential uses and intensity standards for nonresidential
uses are established.

e Safety Zone 1BRunway Protection Zone. This zone daims aircraft on very close final approach or
departure and should be clear of all objects, structures, and activitiehis is the zone with the
highest level of exposure to potential aircraft hazards and has the greatest land use restrictions.

1 In 2020, this department was combined with the newlgstablished Office of Response, Recovery, and Resilience.
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o Safety Zme 23Inner Approach/Departure Zone. This zone represents the approach and departure
corridors with aircraft overflying at low altitudes.

e Safety Zone FInner Turning Zone. This zone is for aircraft turning base to final on landing approach
or initiating tum to en route direction on departure.

o Safety Zone #£Outer Approach/Departure Zone. This zone is for approaching aircraft usually at
less than trafficpattern altitude.

e Safety Zone 5Sideline Zone. This zone is often overflown; the primary risk is with edft
(especially twins) losing directional control on takeoff, excessive crosswind gusts or engine torque.

o Safety Zone 6 Traffic Pattern Zone. This zone is routinely overflown by aircraft operating in the
regular airport traffic pattern. The potential foaircraft accidents is relatively low and the need for
land use restrictions is minimal.

4.9.3 Impacts andMitigation Measures

4.9.3.1 Thresholds of Significance

Thethresholdsof significance used to evaluate thémpacts of the proposedprojectrelated tohazards and
hazardous materialsare based on Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelirsewl, if applicable, other agency
standards, as listed below A significant impact would occur if thgproject would:

HAZL Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment throlughe routine transport, use,
or disposal of hazardous materials.

HAZ2 Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable
upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the
environment.

HAZ3 Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances,
or waste within 0.25 mile of an existing or proposed school.

HAZ4 Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant
to Government Codesection 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to
the public or the environment.

HAZ5 Resultin a safety hazard oexcessive noise for people residing or working in the project area,
for a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, withintwo miles of a public airport or public use airport.

4.9.3.2 Analytical Methods

Adoption ard implementation of the proposed Sustainability Update would not directly resultimpacts
related to hazardous materials use and disposal resulting fromew development. However, the proposed
General Plan/LCP amendmentsould indirectly lead to future deelopment with potential resulting impacts
related to hazards and hazardous materials. Theroposed County Design Guidelines component of the
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proposed project does not include guidelines related to hazards or hazardous materials. The other
components of thke proposed project include:

e Amendments to the General Plan/LCPincluding policies that support new development
redevelopment, and potential intensifiedredevelopment primarily within theUrban Services Line
(USL).

¢ Amendments to the SCCC that include changes to permitted/allowed uses in some zone districts,
as noted inSection 3.5.2 of thisEnvironmental Impact Report&IR.

¢ Amendments to General Platand use designationand/or zone districts for23 specified parcds.

As described in Section 4.0Introduction to Analysesthis EIR estimatesof the potential to accommodate
approximately 4,500 housing units over existing conditions as shown on Table 2,0with approximately
75%projected to occur within urban areasThis EIR estimates the potential to accommodagpproximately
6,210,000 square feet of nonresidential uses as shown on Table 4:8, with approximately 6®oexpected
to occur within urban areas. These forecasts provide an estimate of potential growth thatild occuras a
result of adoption and implementation othe proposedSustainability Updatefor the purpose of evaluation
in this EIR.This estimate of growth may or may not occur, and this estimate doest establish a limit to
development Annual limitsfor residential units areset annually by the County pursuant to Measureahd
SCCC provisionas explained in Section 4.13 of this EIR, Population and HousiAglditionally, some of this
projected development and growth would occur under the existing GealePlan/LCP without the proposed
project.

This impact analysis assumes thafuture development arising from the proposed rpject would be
constructed and operated in compliance with the policies and regulations applicable to hazards and
hazardous materia$, as described above in Section 4.9.2, Regulatory Setting. A review of applicable
regulatory records was conducted to characterize the existing environmental setting in the Project area, as
described above in Section 4.9.1, Environmental Setting, and ttentify any existing hazardous waste and
substances sites within the county.

EIR Notice of Preparation Comments

Public and agency comments were received during the public scoping period in response toNbéce of
Preparation (NORWhich is included in ppendix AA summary of the comments received during the scoping
period for this EIRas well as written comments received, are includad AppendixB. No comments were
received related to hazards and hazardous materials.
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4.9.3.3 Project Impact Analysis

Impact HAZ1: Routine Transport, Use, or Disposal of Hazardous Materi@gnificance Threshold HAT).
Adoption and implementation of the propose&ustainablity Update could indirectly result in creation of a
hazard to the public or environment through the routine transport, use or disposal of hazardous materials
as a result of future development accommodated by the proposed General Pla®P and County Code
amendments. With implementation ofexisting andproposed General Plan/LCRpolicies and actions and
adherence to federal, state and locakegulations, a significant hazard would not be expected to resyliess
than Significant)

The proposed projectvould not directly result in new development but could indirectly lead to future
development and redevelopment throughout the county, primarily within urban areas within the
County- WJSL.Potential future development accommodated by the proposed GeneralaRILCP, as
summarized above, could result in land uses that use and/or dispose of hazardous materiadgmilar
WR GHYHORSPHQW XQGHU WKH &R XQWSs- notdd [dbowy In(Béctiodd Q. H2 DO 30DQ
Hazardous Materials in Santa Cruz Counfoutine transport, use, and disposal of hazardous materials
currently occurs within e county and would continue to occur under the proposed Sustainability
Update. New development, particularlyindustrial development, would be expected to use some
hazardous materials and generate hazardous wast&he majority of the increase industrial uss are
estimated in the southern part of the County, within the USL with some in the San Lorenzo Valley and
the north coast area.Agricultural operations may use pesticides, andsidential uses also would be
expected to use and dispose o€ommon hazardoushousehold products.Medical facilities may also
generate and dispose of biological or other hazardous materials.

As indicated above, the type of industry and business that currently exist within twnty and which are
supported in the proposed Sustaindility Update are not the type that would be significant sources of
hazardous material use or generators of substantial amounts of hazardous waste. However, hazardous
materials would continue to be used by some businesses, including fuels, chlorine €leaning solutions,
and substances used in some commercial and industrial businesses. The routine use of chemicals and
materials used in small businesses could create a hazard to the public or environment if not properly
transported, stored, used and/or dispsed.

The transportation of hazardous materials and wastes is subject to strict federal and state regulations.
Certain types of uses are regulated by the state. Chemicals stored in aboveground or underground storage
tanks are regulated by the state as welland storage and containment parameters are established to
provide containment in the event of accidental releas€ountyregulations require permits for businesses
that use hazardous materials and establish requirements for storage and containment of hedous
materials.

State and local regulations require all businesses that store or handle specified quantities of hazardous
materials to provide the Environmental Health Division with a Hazardous Materials Business Plan (HMBP)
and obtain a Hazardous Mateails Permit. The purpose of the HMBP is to prevent or minimize damage to
public health, safety, and the environment from a release of hazardous materials. The HMBP also provides
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emergency response personnel with information to help them better prepare anespond to chemical
incidents at regulated facilities. At a minimum, a HMBP includes chemical inventories, emergency contacts
for the facility, a site map, emergency respons@and employee training plans. State law requires that
businesses with equal to omore than the State Reporting Thresholds of 55 gallons of a liquid, 200 cubic
feet of a compressed gas, or 500 pounds of a solid complete and submit a HMEFZCC7.100 requires
HMBPs for quantities less than thastate thresholds

The existing Public6 DIHW\ (OHPHQW RI WKH &R Xi@cdes/pdiEie€d ldnd D@iorssQatQ /& 3
would serve to reduce impacts related to the transport, use or disposal of hazardous materials as
summarized on Table £-3. No amendments to the element are included in th@roposed projec In
addition, the proposed Sustainability Update would ngubstantially change agricultural designations or
policies related to agricultural uses, and thus, no substantial increase in use of pesticides would be
expected with implementéion of the project

Table 4.9-3. Proposedand RetainedPolicies that
Avoid/Minimizelmpacts Related toHazardous Materials

Potential Impact | Policies

Creation of Hazard e Maintain County HazardouMaterials ordinance to eliminate or minimize
use of such materials, minimize release, emission or discharge of hazardo
materials, properly handle all hazardous material§Public SafetyPolicy
6.6.1/ 9.9.1%)

¢ Eliminate and minimize the use of hazardous and toxic materials in the
operations and programs of County governmeriPublic SafetyPolicy
6.6.2,/6.9.2%)

e Waste collection, storage or disposal facilities shall be designed and sized
primarily to meet the haardous waste management needs of this county,
and PS 6.7.3 requires siting only in areas included in the Hazardous Wast
Management Plan(Public SafetyPolicy6.7.2, 6.7.3/6.10.2*, 6.10.3* )

e Provide siting criteria to avoid sensitive resources and buffergth
residential uses and sensitive populationgPublic SafetyPolicy6.7.9)

¢ Require buffer zones between hazardous waste management facilities an
the nearest urban and suburban residentially zoned area@ublic Safety
Policy6.7.10/6.10.10*, 6.10.11* )

Notes: * In September 2020, the County Board of Supervisors adopted revisions to the General Plan Public Safety Element. The revi
(all except sections related to coastal bluffs and beaches) were approved by the California Coastal Commissieebiruary 2022 subject
to County acceptance of modifications.

Public SafetyPolicy6.6.1 FDOOV IRU P DL QW D ha@ardQuknvatiridls&idiXa@dd/to- &liminate or
minimize use of such materials, minimize release, emission or dischargehaizardous materials, properly
handle all hazardous materialsimplementation of this policy and Chapter 7.100 of the SCCC would
regulate any further development projects that use or dispose of hazardous waste. The existing Public
Safety Element directs th€County to eliminate and minimize use of hazardous and toxic materials in County

2 |n September 2020, the County Board of Supervisors adopted revisions to the General Plan Public Safety Element, which
are currently pending certification at the California Coastal Commission.
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operations and programs, which would be applicable to any new or expanded County governmental uses.
The Element also regulates siting of facilities that collect, store or disge of hazardous wastespplicies
6.7.2 through 6.7.11) to avoid impacts to sensitive resources and residential populations. Furthermore,
any future use or business that would use, store or handle specified quantities of hazardous materials
would be requied to prepare a HMBP and provide to the County Environmental Hedlilrisionto ensure

that hazardous materials are properly stored, contained and disposed and to protect the environment from
a release of hazardous materials. The HMBP also provides emerggresponse personnel with information

to help them better prepare and respond to chemical incidents at regulated facilities.

Implementation of the proposed Sustainability Update would nchange any policies or regulations related

to hazardous materials, nor would it directly result in new development, but new development
accommodated by theproject that utilizes hazardous materials or generates hazardous waste, would be

regulated pursuant to federal, stateand local laws to ensure proper transportatiomandling, and disposal.

With adherence taapplicableregulations, as well as implementation of existing General Plan/LCP policies,

WKH SURSRVHG SURMHFW:V LQGLUHFW LPSDFW UHODWHG WR FUHDWL
use or disposal wuld be consideredess than significant.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required as a significant impact has not been identified.

Impact HAZ22: Hazard Due to Acciden{Significance Threshold HAZ). Adoption and implementation of the
proposedSustainability Updatecould indirectly result in creation of a hazard duet® I XWXUH GHYHORSPH(
accidental release of hazardous materials into the environment. With adherence to federal, staed local

regulations, a significant hazard would not be expected to resufLess than Significant)

The Sustainability Update wouldhccommodate new development throughout the countyparticularly in
urban areas, and some locations where development would take place mdye on sites that are
contaminated with hazardous materialsFuture development could expose the public to hazardous
materials due to siting near contaminated soils or groundwateairborne releases or accidental releases.
New development located withimidustrial areas or known areas of historic use of chemicals or hazardous
materials could require site assessmentto determine potential presence of soil or groundwater
contamination and to conduct further monitoring with implementation of remedial actiornifsnecessary, if
sources of contamination are identified. This is typically completed as part of real estate transactions and
the CEQA environmental review procedRemediation of contaminated sites would ultimately reduce the
future risk of hazardous mateals releases in these areas; however, site cleanup could enta@nsport of
hazardous materials off sitewhich could potentially result in the accidental release of hazardous materials.

Businesses that generate airborne toxic emissions would be subjeotthe Monterey Bay Air Resources
'LVWULFW - VRu®%MD, réquirements for regulating sources of toxic air contaminants (TACs). This
includes preparation of a health risk assessment in situations where TACs may exceed regulatory
thresholds.
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The redevelopment of existing development sites would result in demolition of buildings, some of which
may contain asbestos anfbr lead-based paint that could expose workers to a hazardous material release.

All demolition activities would be required to be undeiken according to OSHA standards to protect workers
from asbestos and lead based paint. Any demolition of buildings containing asbestos also would be
required to comply with the MBR' -V 5 X O H WKDW UHTXLUHV UHSRUWLQXDQG LQYH
with asbestos as established under federal law. The National Emissions Standards for Hazardous Air
Pollutants (NESHAPS) as set forth in the Code of Federal Regulati@ds CFR Part 61is designed to
SUHYHQW “"YLVLEOH HPLVVLRQ YV areRdndatds lantdhirish&d bhQerEedéra @Bv, @ J V
building must be inspected for asbestos prior to demolition or renovation, and federal and state agencies
must be notified prior to demolition. According to th€aliforniaAir Resources ContrdBoard, removal and
disposal of asbestos procedures and controls must be specified in the notification form.

Therefore,adoption andimplementation of the proposedSustainability Updatewould not directly result in
new development, but new development accommodated ke project could result in exposure to
hazardous materials due to proximity to contaminated sites or accidental release of hazardous materials.
With adherence to federal, state and local regulations, the proposes U R MiktiFébt-ivpact related to
exposure to hazardous materials would be considerégks than significant.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required as a significant impact has not been identified.

Impact HAZ3: Use of Hazardous Materials or Engions Near Schools(Significance Threshold HAZ).
Adoption and implementation of the proposedustainability Updatecould indirectly result infuture
development with hazardous emissions within 0.25 mile of an existing or proposed school. With adherence
to federal, state and local regulations, a significant hazard would not be expected to resyltess than
Significant)

Future new development may be located within orarter mile of existing school facilities. As discussed
in Section 4.14, Public Servics, there are 10 public school districts throughout thecounty that support
severalpublic schools The county also containg number of private schoolscharter schools, alternative
education schools, and the University of Californiand Cabrillo Collegeampuses. New development that
uses hazardous materials or emi TACswithin 0.25 mile of school facilitiescould result in exposure of
students to these materials. However, as discussed above in ImpaktaZl and HAZ2, hazardous material
use is regulated by a number of state and local agencies, and TACs are regulated byMBARD With
adherence to these regulations, exposure would be minimized as materials would be properly stored, used,
and disposed of pursuant to these regulations, andTACemissions would be controlled to prevent
exceedancesof regulatory thresholdsor public health impacts Therefore, aloption and implementation of
the proposedSustainability Updatewould not directly result in new deslopment, but new development
accommodated by theprojectthat is within0.25 mile of a school facility could result in exposure of students
to hazardous materials. With adherence to federal, stagtand local regulationsuse ofhazardous materials
and emissionsnear schoolswould be consideredess than significant.
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Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required as a significant impact has not been identified.

Impact HAZ4: HazardousMaterials Sites(Significance Threshold HAZ). Adoption and implementation of
the proposedSustainability Updatecould indirectly result infuture developmenton a property that is on a
hazardous materials sites listWith adherence to federal, stateand local regulatons, a significant hazard
would not be expected to result{Less than Significant)

The provisions of Government Codgection 65962.5, which are commonly referred to ashe Cortese List,
require the DTSC, the Regional Water Board, the Califoriapartment of Health Services, and the
California Integrated Waste Managemeroard to submit information pertaining to sites associated with
solid waste disposalhazardous waste disposal, and/or hazardous materials releases to the Secretary of
CalEPA. Unauthorized releases of hazardous materials on Cortese sites withé county could affect
human health and the environment. Direct contacinhalation, or ingestion of hazardous materials could
potentially cause adversdnealth effects to constriction workers and future site users. The disturbance and
release of hazardous materials, if present, during earthwork activities could poséazard to construction
workers, nearby receptors, and the environment.

As indicated in Section 4.9.1, Environment&etting, there are 150 known Cortese sites within the county,
and nearly all areLUST sits, including one of the parcels located on Portola Drive that is proposed for a
General Plan/LCP land use and zoning map chang€&uture development accommodated bythe
Sustainability Update could occur on sites included on the Cortese List. As discussed above in Impact
HAZ2, anyfuture development projecthat may occur as a result of the proposed projeatould be required

to identify whether a proposed site is orie Cortesel.istas part of the CEQA environmental review process,
and if so, would be required to complete site remediation measures in accordance with state and/or federal
laws. Therefore, with adherence to federal, state, and local regulationsgarding the safe handling,
transport, use, storage, and disposal of hazardous materialthe proposed project would not indirectly
result in a significant hazard due to siting of development on a site that is included on a hazardous materials
list, and the impactwould beless than significant.

Mitigation Measures

No mitigation measures are required as a significant impact has not been identified.

Impact HAS: Airport Safety Significance ThresholdHAZS). Adoption and implementation of the proposed
Sustainability Updatecould indirectly result infuture development within two miles of a public airport. With
adherence to federal, state and local regulations, a significant hazard would not be expected to result.
(Less than Significant)

As indicated inSection 4.9.2, Regulatory Setting, SCCC Chapter 13.12, Airport Combining Zone District,
identifies allowed and prohibited uses, densitiesand other standards for development within six safety
zones established in the twanile area surrounding the Watsonvlle Municipal Arport. The purpose is to
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prevent any exposure to safety issues with the airport and prevent any incompatible land uses from being
developed adjacent to the airport. The proposed Sustainability Updadees notinclude any land use
changes vithin the AlA the AlA is shown on Figure 4-B. Furthermore, the proposed Sustainability Update
includes a number of policies in the Built Environment (BE) Element that would serv@totect residents
from public safety hazards from aircraftas summarizd in Table 4.94. Therefore, with implementation of
proposed policies and compliance with other federal and state regulations regarding airports, the proposed
project would not result in a significant safety hazard related to location near airports, ahé impact would

be less than significant.

Table 4.94. Proposedand RetainedPolicies that Avoid/Minimize AirporSafetyimpacts

Potential Impact | Policiesand Implementation Strategies

Airport Safety ¢ All development within the AIA must comply with the height, use, noise, safety, an
density criteria that are compatible with airport operations as established by the
latest version of the Californidepartment of Transportation Division of Aeronautics
Airport Land Use Planning Handbook (and applicable federal aviation regulations.
(BE5.4.2)

¢ New development within the airport safety zones must comply with the uses,
densities, and intensities as estalighed by the Handbook and federal lawBE
5.4.4)

¢ Density and intensity of new development must conform to the standards for each
airport safety zone(BE5.4.5)

e Alluses in a mixedise development must meet Airport Land Use Planning
Handbook and federal dteria for allowable uses, density, and intensityBE5.4.8)

¢ Remodeling or expansion of existing nonconforming structures and uses within th
AlA is subject to the Handbook, and to County policies and regulations on
nonconforming structures and usegBE5.4.9)

¢ Limit the height of buildings, antennas, other types of structures, and trees so as
to pose a potential hazard to flight in accordance with criteria in poli¢BE5.4.10)

¢ Land uses that may cause visual, electronic, or wildlife hazards, pautarly bird
strike hazards, to aircraft in flight or taking off or landing at the airport are allowed
within the airport influence area only if the uses are consistent with the Handbook
and FAA rules and regulationgdBE5.4.11)

e Require, as a condition t@ny parcel map, subdivision, discretionary permit or
building permit for expansion of any structure or the creation of any new structures
in the AlA, that a statement be recorded on the deed for the parcel(s) acknowledg
the property is located in an A, and describing the annoyances and
inconveniences associated with proximity to airport operation®E5.4.12)

e Maintain an Airport Combining District for properties located within the AIA around
the Watsonville Municipal Airport, to provide developmentteria related to airport
safety zones, density, airspace obstructions, and noise contours that are compatik
with airport operations(BE 5.4c)
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4.9.3.4 Cumulative Impact Analysis

Cumulative development includes specific projects and growfithin the unincorporated county ancities
within the county as outlined on Table 4-Q in Section 4.0, Introduction to Analyseddazardous materials
use and potential impactsare project and sie-specific and can bemitigated with adherence to federal,
state, and local laws and regulations as discussed in thpreceding impact analyses.Cumulative
development projects would be required to comply with applicabléocal, state, and federal regulatios
regarding hazardous materials that would avoithe aggregation of individual effects into a significant
cumulative impact. Thus, cumulative growth and development wouldhave a less-than-significant
cumulative impact related to hazardous materials.
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